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Q: | ve heard that there s some sort of tax credit for making
green renovations and buying green products. What does this
apply to, and do you have any more information on it?

H. Washington, Decatur

A: Yes, the great news is that homeowners have the rare
opportunity to save money on their energy bills and get back
money from the IRS at the same time. The IRS has given
homeowners several incentives to upgrade their homes
using quali ed energy-ef cient products. The credits refer
to energy-conscious purchases placed into service after
Dec. 31, 2005, and before Jan. 1, 2008. Insulation systems
designed to reduce heat loss or gain, exterior replacement
windows, exterior doors, HVAC systems, water heaters and
metal roofs are some of the more popular items that are
eligible for the $500 tax credit. Solar panels and solar hot
water heaters can qualify for up to a $2,000 tax credit.

To maximize the bene t of these products in your home,
the Environmental Protection Agency has put together a
program (Home Performance with ENERGY STAR) to help
prioritize which improvements should be made in your
home. Using their guidelines, you can qualify for the tax
credit and maximize your energy savings. Some houses will
bene tfrom more insulation, while others might need new
windows or a new HVAC system. Every home is different;
that s why it is important to have a quali ed energy inspector
come visityou. To ndalocal quali ed inspector, visit www.
southfacehomeperformance.com.

—Matt Hoots, The Hoots Group

Q: My heating system doesnt seem to be working very
ef ciently. Areas around heating vents stay very warm,
but there are other areas that the heat never seems to reach.
Could this be because cold air is seeping in from outside and
counteracting the heater?

M. Hilliard, Suwanee
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A: You have two problems: leaky ducts and a leaky
house. Duct leaks in the attic and crawlspace waste much
of your heat through unsealed (or poorly sealed) joints
between ducts. You also should consider installing more
insulation and air sealing the exterior shell of your building,
also known as the building envelope. This involves sealing
up gaps in the ceiling, such as recessed lights and attic
stairs, around the perimeter of the oors where they meet
the exterior walls, the basement or crawlspace, and other
parts of your house.

Another option is to completely seal your attic and
crawlspace. Many older homes can leak air at a rate of
three to four times the amount required to keep indoor air
fresh, leading to uneven heating and cooling, high energy
bills, and unhealthy and uncomfortable indoor air. A Home
Performance contractor can evaluate your HVAC system as
well as your entire house and make recommendations for
improvements that will make your house more comfortable

and ef cient. N
—Carl Seville, Seville Consulting
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