














sewage is first sent to a conven-
tional septic tank for initial
treatment, and then to an
attractive water garden of care-
fully selected plants and bacte-
ria, which scrub the water natu-
rally to 98 percent purity. From
there, it’s sent back through a
series of sand, carbon and ultra-
violet filters for reuse in the
home’s toilets and landscaping.

“Our goal is to make EcoLu-
mina independent of any
municipal water supplies,” Jones
explains. The Fulton County
officials who oversee the home’s
code compliance have been will-
ing to test the unique system.
“Because of the drought we're
in, they're really interested in
new techniques that might be
helpful,” says Jones.

Pushing the Envelope
While Jones obviously enjoys
using the property to test his
high-tech ideas, it also serves as
his family’s home. “My little boy
loves the technical aspects of it,”
Jones says. “The photovoltaic
panels are just outside his bed-
room window.”

With four bedrooms, a mas-
ter suite, eight baths, two laun-
dry rooms, a playroom, a recre-
ation room and a gym, as well
as a wine cellar, workshop, art
gallery, three stairwells, 17 entry
doors and five porches, the Arts
and Crafts-style house is a beau-
tifully detailed residence that
almost anyone can appreciate.
Costs to build were estimated at
$175 per square foot. The fami-
ly has opened it up for tours,
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and even lists it as a venue for
the Sandy Springs hospitality
committee, who can use it to
promote the city.

“We have had a remendous
amount of interest in Ecol.umi-
na,” says Jones. “It’s become
more than just our new home.
We pushed the envelope on its

green features, and hope it
makes more people aware of
new environmental solutions.”

Jim Hackler is an Atlanta-
based journalist specializing in
environmental issues. You can
find him at wunw. TheUrban

Environmentalist.com.
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