








Updating efficiency

Of course, in the addition, optimal insulation was
included to make sure the home included a tight
envelope that could earn the EarthCraft rating.
Not surprisingly, the original structure could not
boast the same level of seal, so The Hoots Group
added spray foam insulation under the floos and
along the roofline and used a blown insulation
product inside the walls. The new insulation is
such an improvement that the attic has become
a usable storage space, and Rhaodes is able to keep
his computer server in it. With the increased living
space—from 1,492 sq. ft. to 2,668 sq. ft—Rhodes
also updated his HVAC system, which earned him
a rebate from Atlanta Gas Light. The improved
insulation and energy-efficient system that qualify
the home as EarthCraft also mean a reduction in
utility bills for Rhodes, who says his new bills are
less than the pre-tenovation bills despite the drastic
increase in living space.

“It was really a learning process,” says Rhodes,
who admits that before the renovation, he didn’t
really know what was missing. “I just knew my
feet were cold.” The new interest in architecture
coupled with his “green” home has more recently
led Rhades to craft some of the interior features on
his own. During nearly a year of Saturdays, Rhaodes
and his father constructed a Mission-style banister
from rough-hewn red oak. He is currently recycling
old heart pine timber from other Atlanta remodels
and plans to use it for the trim around windows and
doors as well as baseboards, which is indicative of
the Craftsman style. Hopefully, with its new garage
home, the Mercedes isn’t too jealous of all the
attention Rhodes is lavishing on the house. 2
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— Spray toam insulation and proper
= II caulking create a tight seal for the
4 home, making it energy-efficient.

Rhodes and his father constructed
a hanister for the addition from
raugh-hewn red oak.

VAl of the efficient light fixtures throughout the addition were chosen to match the
Craftsman style of the home.

Rhodes earned a rebate with
Atlanta Gas Light for updating his
HVAC system. Check with your
utility companies to see if they are
. currently offering rebates—it might
LB EENBIE e 4 great time to upgrade your

Tip system!
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